
CRISIS\UTOPIA 

🧜🌎🌍🌏  

CASE STUDIES:  

1. WAREHOUSE (#workersrights #billionaires #essentialworkforce #clap4carers) 
○ Amazon workers rights being highlighted for lack of safety (before and after pandemic) 

i. https://www.theguardian.com/technology/2020/may/07/amazon-warehouse-
workers-coronavirus-time-off-california; 

ii. https://www.theguardian.com/technology/2020/may/05/amazon-protests-union-
organizing-cracking-down-workers; https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2020/
feb/26/bernie-sanders-california-amazon-latino-activism 

iii. https://www.digitalcommerce360.com/2020/07/14/amazon-workers-in-memphis-
say-they-are-required-to-work-despite-covid-19-symptoms/ 

iv. https://www.bloomberg.com/billionaires/profiles/jeffrey-p-bezos/ 
v. https://www.labornotes.org/2020/05/how-amazon-workers-are-organizing-long-

haul 
○ Essential Workers/industries https://www.jacobinmag.com/2020/05/when-the-unskilled-

become-essential 
○ The Black Death historical context: https://www.jacobinmag.com/2020/05/the-black-

death-helped-bring-about-the-modern-world 
○ More, T. (1516) Utopia: (p.129) “For what sort of justice do you call this? People like 

aristocrats, goldsmiths, or money lenders, who either do no work at all, are rewarded, for 
their laziness or their unnecessary activities by a splendid life of luxury. But labourers, 
coachmen, carpenters, and farmhands, who never stop working like cart-horses, at jobs 
so essential that if they did stop working, they’d bring any country to a standstill within 
twelve months – what happens to them?” 

2. FACTORY (#AUTOMATION #TECHNOLOGY #WORKERSRIGHTS) 
○ Automation (general):  

i. Snrnicek, N. & Williams, A. (2015) Inventing the Future: Postcapitalism and a 
World Without Work; “Full automation is a utopian demand that aims to reduce 
necessary labour as much as possible.” 

ii. Bastani, A. (2018) Fully Automated Luxury Communism, 
iii. https://tribunemag.co.uk/2020/04/coronavirus-could-lead-to-the-next-wave-of-

automation 
○ TEXTILE AUTOMATION https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OsSDI8wWAyQ & http://

softwearautomation.com/ 
○ LEICESTER CASE STUDY 

iv. https://www.theguardian.com/news/audio/2020/jul/09/the-leicester-garment-
factories-exposed-by-covid-19 

v. https://labourbehindthelabel.net/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/LBL-Boohoo-
WEB.pdf 

○ COVID: ROBOT BUTCHER CASE STUDY https://www.wsj.com/articles/meatpackers-
covid-safety-automation-robots-coronavirus-11594303535?
cx_testId=3&cx_testVariant=cx_5&cx_artPos=4#cxrecs_s 

○ LUDDITES/Historical Context https://www.smithsonianmag.com/history/what-the-
luddites-really-fought-against-264412/ 
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3. STREETSCAPE: 
○ Tactical Urbanism & Vacation Streets 

i. https://popupcity.net/observations/this-summers-holiday-destination-are-our-
streets/ 

ii. https://popupcity.net/observations/rotterdam-offers-free-parklets-to-help-local-
businesses-turn-parking-spots-into-terraces/ 

○ Grounded flights/no travel 
○ Environmental: India Air Pollution/Himalayas View https://edition.cnn.com/travel/article/

himalayas-visible-lockdown-india-scli-intl/index.html 
○ Urban Space - air pollution, transportation etc 

iii. https://www.london.gov.uk/press-releases/mayoral/mayors-bold-plan-will-
overhaul-capitals-streets 

iv. https://twitter.com/createstreets/status/1253561690890911744?s=20 
v. https://discerningcyclist.com/2020/04/pop-up-bike-lanes-temporary-covid-19-

coronavirus/ 
vi. https://discerningcyclist.com/2020/04/pop-up-bike-lanes-temporary-covid-19-

coronavirus/ 
○ Environmental https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2020/may/19/lockdowns-

trigger-dramatic-fall-global-carbon-emissions 
○ Community/Localism: See: Tavistock Drive Case Study, mutual aid facebook groups, 

NHS volunteers 

4. HOUSING (#WFH #HOSPITALS #URBANRECONFIGURATION) 
○ Working from Home 

i. https://www.theguardian.com/technology/2020/may/12/twitter-coronavirus-
covid19-work-from-home?
CMP=fb_gu&utm_medium=Social&utm_source=Facebook&fbclid=IwAR0g_tWxk
KjvbnboH7XqCYB3FJNnmR33dJsvXhL1cXbESLqRWEP6Y-8afVw#Echobox=15
89324376 

ii. https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2020-02-02/coronavirus-forces-world-
s-largest-work-from-home-experiment 

iii. https://www.forbes.com/sites/patricialenkov/2020/04/25/insights-from-the-largest-
work-at-home-experiment-ever/ 

○ Building & Reconfiguration of space 
iv. https://www.wsj.com/articles/how-china-can-build-a-coronavirus-hospital-in-10-

days-11580397751; 
v. https://www.manchestereveningnews.co.uk/news/greater-manchester-news/

gallery/huge-new-hospital-manchester-city-18083385;  
○ Political potential/role of state https://www.jacobinmag.com/2020/05/when-the-unskilled-

become-essential 
○ Homelessness: Existing housing crisis levels pre-pandemic; UK government housing all 

homeless people overnight (despite it being a problem caused by the Conservative 
government over the last decade) – proves that it is possible when there is a need. 

vi. https://www.theatlantic.com/international/archive/2020/07/what-coronavirus-
proved-about-homelessness/614266/ 

○ Melbourne Lockdown https://theconversation.com/melbourne-tower-lockdowns-unfairly-
target-already-vulnerable-public-housing-residents-142041 

○ HOUSING FIRST policy 
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NOTES & RESOURCES ON UTOPIAS… 

1. More, T. (1516) Utopia 
○ “But I freely admit that there are many features of the Utopian Republic which I should 

like – though I hardly expect – to see adopted in Europe.” 
○ “a great number of labourers “who never stop working like cart-horses, at jobs so 

essential that if they did stop working, they’d bring any country to a standstill within 
twelve months.” 

2. Wilde, O. (1891) The Soul of Man Under Socialism 
○ “A map of the world that does not include Utopia is not worth even glancing at, for it 

leaves out the one country at which Humanity is always landing. And when Humanity 
lands there, it looks out, and, seeing a better country, sets sail. Progress is the 
realisation of Utopias.” 

3. Munoz, J.E (2009) Cruising Utopias:  
○ on Abstract vs. concrete utopias: “Concrete utopias are the realm of educated hope” (how 

covid-19 could bring the abstract into the concrete). 
○ Searching for threads of Utopia: “maps that do include utopia, need to be attended to 

in a fashion that indeed resembles a kind of politicized cruising. In the place of 
various exhausted theoretical stances Cruising Utopia not only asks readers to 
reconsider ideas such as hope and utopia but also challenges them to feel hope and to 
feel utopia, which is to say challenges them to approach the queer critique from a 
renewed and newly animated sense of the social, carefully cruising for the varied 
potentialities that may abound within that field.” 

4. Weil, B. (2020) “When This is Over”: Utopian Longing and Post-Pandemic Politics https://
medium.com/@benfweil/when-this-is-over-utopian-longing-and-post-pandemic-politics-
dd5b2ef5efb5 

○ “...where we dream up a world “when this is over” predicated on the norms of pre-
pandemic life (of pre-pandemic life as normal), we risk recreating the unequal social 
conditions that are known to exacerbate the harms and pain of the current 
pandemic. A plea for a return to the newly cherished bosom of normality can also house 
a tacit plea for a return to precarity, vulnerability, deep grooves of racial and class 
inequality, failing and neglected public health systems — in other words, a return to the 
kind of conditions that got us into this mess in the first place.” 

○ “Hegemony, its presence and its memory, is the cage that limits the growth and breadth 
of utopian imagination” 

5. Snrnicek, N. & Williams, A. (2015) Inventing the Future: Postcapitalism and a World 
Without Work 

○ “Such demands combine the futural orientation of utopias with the immediate intervention 
of the demand, invoking ‘utopianism without apology’. Second, these non-reformist 
proposals are grounded in real tendencies of the world today, giving them a viability that 
revolutionary dreams lack.” 

○ “Such demands [...] project an open-ended escape from the present, rather than a 
mechanical transition to the next, predetermined stage of history.” 
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6. Bastani, A. (2018) Fully Automated Luxury Communism, 
○ “Capitalist realism, a world where nothing really changes, is giving way to a historic 

moment defined by crisis. One where, unless we transform out understanding of the 
future once more, the very worst demons of centuries past will prevail.” 

○ “Confronting such crises is the basis of FALC. Capitalism, at least as we know it, is 
about to end. What matters is what comes next.”


